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metrically in contrast to many of the performances now
current); the nobility of its language, the breadth and
power of which is not equalled by any living poet; the
lesson it teaches of godliness, honour, loyalty, courage,
cheerfulness, and perseverance; its beneficial influence on
young and old; the opportunity it affords for a pictorial
representation of the costumes and armour, manners and
customs of that interesting period, and perhaps a desire to
prove that the American stage is, even under difficulties,
quite able to hold its own artistically with the European.
The ambition of my stage career has been to prove the
superiority of the American stage and the American actor;
and I maintain that to-day against all those who pretend
the contrary. But perhaps I was influenced beyond any
other reason by the desire to drag Henry V out of a slough
of false impressions that had materially affected his im-
personation on the stage.

Another fortune went into "King Henry V." Few
expected to see it come out again. If he was not sanguine
then he did not mind, for not once did he falter, though
unforeseen circumstances enhanced the difficulty and
expense of realising this martial panorama.

The production was first announced to open his season
and that of the Garden Theatre on Monday evening,
October i. This, by the theatrical etiquette usually ob-
served in such instances, placed this stage at his conveni-
ence for rehearsal during the months preceding, without
which it is doubtful if he would have undertaken so vast
an enterprise.

With the preparation well under way it was learned,
however, that another play would be acted in the Garden
Theatre beginning September 17. Thus was he left with-
out a stage on which to gather and mount the nineteen
stage settings, or to rehearse the two hundred and fifty
players, choristers, and dancers who were to appear.e it appetising, and season it and serve it daintily.
